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Welcome

he towns of Brooklyn, Eastford, Killingly, Pomfret, Putnam, Thompson, and
Woodstock are located among the beautiful rolling hills, forests and farmland of Northeastern
Connecticut. This area is known as the “Quiet Corner” and every year thousands visit from all
over the world to enjoy the countryside and welcoming towns and villages. Although it is peaceful, this area
is far from sleepy and has been noted as a great place to visit by
numerous travel writers in publications such as Yankee Magazine,
The New York Times, The Boston Globe, Connecticut Magzine,
Worcester Living, and more. Many local businesses, restaurants
and organizations have repeatedly won awards for excellence in
tourism, hospitality and dining.
Thousands of visitors come from metro New York and Boston
for a tranquil escape, a destination wedding, or to look for a
new home in the country. Others visit from Europe and beyond to see New England’s famous fall foliage, or
from neighboring states and towns to visit family and friends. And some travel from as far as Korea, Japan,
Turkey, Africa and South America to visit students attending one of the seven private & independent schools
that we are proud to have in our communities.
We hope this tourism guide will offer a fresh look at our Quiet Corner towns. We hope it is useful, inspiring
and fun. Please visit our website for timely events, seasonal ideas other current content: www.visitNECT.com

PLEASE NOTE: DUE TO COVID19 THERE MAY BE CHANGES TO
DAYS/HOURS & EVENT CACELLATIONS. CHECK WEBSITES FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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It is our pleasure to introduce the 2020-2021
Visitor Guide. Our goal is to promote
northeastern Connecticut as a ‘destination location’ and to encourage residents to shop locally. This visitor guide
was inspired and generously supported by the many creative businesses who share our vision. We would like to thank
all of the advertisers and the individuals who have made this publication possible. There are hundreds of unique
businesses throughout the area– too many to list. Therefore, we have compiled the copy and listings that include
businesses who participated. The next issue will be released in Fall 2021!
45 minutes from Providence and Hartford • 1 hour from Boston • 3 hours from New York City
This publication is
Published & Distributed by:

GDP

GLOBAL DESIGN & PUBLISHING LLC
860-963-0414 • kelly@gdpublishing.com
www.gdpublishing.com • www.visitnect.com
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Vibrant Villages
The towns of Brooklyn, Eastford, Pomfret, Thompson and
Woodstock were all founded in the 18th century and settled
even earlier. Period architecture, rambling stone walls, and
town greens still dominate the scenery and mark the area’s long
history. These are places where working farms still thrive and
family businesses are favored over big box stores. Here you can
find boutique shops and galleries filled with unique treasures,
locally owned restaurants ranging from quaint and casual to elegant fine dining, country inns
and B&Bs, plus hiking trails, nature preserves and quiet country roads to explore by bike or car.

M

ain Street & More…

While the Brooklyn, Eastford, Pomfret, Thompson
and Woodstock offer village settings, Putnam and
Killingly’s borough of Danielson are former mill towns
that feature historic brick and stone mill buildings,
multi-use riverfront recreation areas and classic, smalltown Main Streets with an interesting mix of retail,
services and dining. Both have convenient, free public
parking and a welcoming, walkable scale.
Downtown Putnam was once hailed as the “Antiques
Capital of New England.” Today it is known as the
region’s center for arts and culture and a popular dining
and entertainment destination. Putnam offers an eclectic
mix of restaurants, galleries, and boutique stores all
anchored by the still-popular Antiques Marketplace. Two
theaters offer live performances, including drama, musicals and dance. Events such as First Fridays street festival,
the annual Main Street Car Cruise, outdoor concerts, and
the Putnam River Fires draw crowds from far and wide.
Putnam is the place to go for al fresco dining, with several
venues offering seasonal outdoor seating. Putnam’s numerous restaurants offer a wide range of cuisines, prices
and ambiance. Retail in Downtown Putnam includes
antique shops; several clothing, décor and gift boutiques;

a record store; a comic and toy store; a full-service bike
shop; art galleries and more. Services such as yoga;
beauty services; health and wellness treatments; music
lessons; pottery, art, and dance classes; photography;
framing and much more can also be found downtown.
Putnam is also home to the beautiful new Hale YMCA
Youth & Family Center!
Danielson also offers a mix of stores and restaurants in a
sidewalk-lined downtown that one can easily explore on
foot. Shopping includes home décor/artwork, accessories and clothing, sportswear and shoes, appliances and
more.

The Last Green Valley
The Last Green Valley Inc. is a non-profit that helps
preserve the historic, cultural and natural treasures of
this region while encouraging appropriate economic
development. They are involved in everything from
helping save farmland and open space to funding grants for local organizations to creating and
sponsoring popular regional annual events, such as
Walktober. www.thelastgreenvalley.org

wwwwww. .vvi issi ittnneecctt. .ccoom
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Downtown Putnam
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Dining
Culinary Delights
Even here in the country, you can find worldly cuisines such as Thai food and sushi, but our
favorite local restaurants use farm-fresh local produce and other homegrown food products
whenever possible. Here are some ideas to get your stomach rumbling….
• Putnam
85 Main (www.85main.com)
Upscale American Fusion Cuisine offering lunch & dinner
plus sushi, raw bar & late night bar menu. Featured on
WCVB’s, “Chronicle” and NBC’s show “The Feast.”
Renee’s Working Girl Catering Service, LLC
(www.workinggirlcatering.com) provides off-site
catering and bar services to all events. Our storefront,
Renee’s To Go, provides the ease of grab and go food.
Paleo, vegan, vegetarian and gluten-free options available, including house-made desserts! Enjoy Renee’s at
Downtown Putnam’s First Fridays as well as other
community events.

Photo courtesy of Vanilla Bean Café

• Danielson
Pizza Pizzazz (www.letseat.at/pizzapizzazz) offers
a full line of subs, salads and award-winning pizza and
wings. Atmosphere is fun and the owners are friendly.

• Pomfret
Vanilla Bean Café
(www.thevanillabeancafe.com) is popular for breakfast, lunch & dinner. House-made soups, salads, sandwiches, burgers and daily specials prepared with fresh
local ingredients. Live entertainment every Saturday night
September - May. The Boston Globe “...great food…
and the best fish cakes around in a relaxed atmosphere.”
Yankee Magazine Editor’s Choice: “Connecticut’s Best
Country Café.” Visit their sister restaurants, Dog Lane
Cafe (Storrs) and Fenton River Grill (Mansfield Center).
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• Woodstock
Mansion at Bald Hill (www.mansionatbaldhill.com)
fine dining in elegant historic mansion. Lunch and dinner
in the main dining room include specialty salads and
entrees made with seasonal local ingredients. Candlelight,
fine linens, polished silver, and impeccable service are
reminiscent of the finest Old World hotels.

w w w. v i s i t n e c t . c o m

Additional Restaurants to consider:
• Brooklyn- Hank’s Restaurant, Sweet Peas, Jonny’s Pizza, Brooklyln Pizza,
Classic Pizza & Family Restaurant and more • Killingly/Danielson- The 99 Restaurant,
Railside Tavern, Yamato Japanese, Moe’s Southwest Grill, Heirloom Food Company, Deb’s
Place, The Dubliner, Mexican Grill, New York Pizza, 4 G’s Restaurant, Golden Greek,
Foods & Fudge, Zips Diner
and more.
• Pomfret- Fireside
Tavern at Sharpe Hill Vineyard, Grill 37, Airline Grill,
Pizza 101 • Putnam- Bill’s Bread & Breakfast, Courthouse
Bar & Grille, The Quarterback, Henry’s, Marika’s Place,
Mainly Seafood, The Hare & The Hound, Victoria Station
Cafe, Jade Garden, China Star, Empire Buffet, Giant Pizza,
The Stomping Ground, Nikki’s Dog House, Jessica Tuesdays, Thai Place, Black Dog Cafe, Elizabeth’s Farmhouse,
Bravo’s Bar & Grill, The Broken Crust, Slice of Heaven,
Uptown Sandwiches and more. • Thompson- The Raceway Restaurant, Riverside Pizza, Milltown Grille, Monte
Bianco, Our Father’s Table, Quaddick Country Store, Anya
& Faraway Cafe • Woodstock- Java Jive, Sweet Evalina’s
Stand, Inn at Woodstock Hill and Soleil & Sons Bakery.

“Voted one of the best 15 towns
to visit in New England.”
- Boston Magazine

Explore & Discover Putnam
New Regional Technology Park (lots available) • Centrally Located
Arts & Cultural Hub • Shopping & Dining • Theater & Live Entertainment
WWW.PUTNAMCT.US • 860.963.6834
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Brews & Vineyards
Bear Hands Brewing Co.
Open Wednesday/Thursday/Sunday 12-8PM
Friday/Saturday 12-9pm Bearhandsbrewing.com
This small brewery and tap room in Downtown Putnam
offers an array of beers brewed on-site and other house
options. Enjoy seating in their tap room, outside patio
(dog friendly) and downstairs lounge (also available for
private events). Growlers available to-go. Bear Hands
offers snacks but outside food is welcome; choose from
plenty of local restaurants.
Black Pond Brews
21A Furnace St, Danielson
blackpondbrews.com /
860-207-5295
Monday/Thursday
5:00-8:00 PM,
Friday 3:00-8:00 PM,
Saturday 12-8 PM,
Sunday: 1:00-5:00 PM
Black Pond Brews is a small
craft brewery that offers a
tasting room and outdoor
seating where you can enjoy
a pint or sample all of their
offerings. Bring your own take-out food. Events posted
on their Facebook page.
Sharpe Hill Vineyard
108 Wade Road, Pomfret
sharpehill.com / 860-974-3549
Open since 1997, Sharpe Hill Vineyard has received over
500 medals in International tastings. Sharpe Hill is open
to the public for tastings and wine sales year round on
Saturday & Sunday from 11am - 5pm. Enjoy beautiful Colonial-era décor and gorgeous outdoor patio in
season. Full Flight Wine Tastings.
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The Crossings
45 Main Street, Putnam
Open daily 12PM (closed on Tuesday)
crossingsbrewpub.com / 860-928-3663
Serves lunch, dinner & drinks. Located in restored historic
train station in downtown Putnam, the Crossings offers
pub style food and several house brews on top plus
guest taps featuring New England’s best craft breweries.
Taylor Brooke Winery & Brewery
848 CT-171, Woodstock, 860-974-1263
taylorbrookewinery.com /
taylorbrookebrewery.com
The winery since 2004 and
brewery since 2019 are family
owned and operated. Located
on over 40 acres in scenic
Woodstock, guests may walk
between facilities and enjoy
hand crafted wine or beer or
both on one property! Food
trucks are on-site on most
weekends. Online ordering &
curbside pickup is always an
option. Please check out websites for the most current
business hours.
Watercure Farm Distillery
426 Mashamoquet Road, Pomfret Center
watercurefarm.com
The winery since 2004 and brewery since 2019 are
family owned and operated. Located on over 40 acres
in scenic Woodstock, guests may walk between facilities
and enjoy hand crafted wine or beer or both on one
property! Food trucks are on-site on most weekends.
Online ordering & curbside pickup is always an option.
Please check out websites for the most current business
hours.
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Shopping

Photo courtesy of Garden Gate Florist

Ladies fashion accessories, stylish
clothing and jewelry, unqiue gifts for
weddings, baby and home. Excellent
customer service with a personal
touch. Gift wrapping always
available.

Local Shops
The Quiet Corner’s shopkeepers and merchants
are passionate about their
businesses. If you appreciate attentive and friendly customer service,
handmade and one-of-a-kind gifts, and enjoy
exploring, you will have great fun and discover
treasures around every corner.

Danielson Surplus
151 Main Street, Danielson (Find them on Facebook)
Work & casual clothing & footwear - outfitters for the
entire family.

Arts & Framing
136 Main Street, Putnam (860-963-0105) Offering
quality custom framing and restoration plus art gallery
featuring local artists.
August & March Home
130 Main Street, Putnam
(www.augustmarchhome.com)
a specialty shop offering a wide variety of traditional,
vintage or modern homegoods & home decor.
Ben’s Beans Coffee Roasters
164 Main Street, Putnam (www.bensbeans.org)
for ethically sourced coffee; the shop donates a portion
of every pound they roast to charity.
BLOCK 134 Arts & Wellness Co-Op,
134 Main Street, Putnam
(Find them on Facebook)
a community venue offering Integrative health and
wellness resources in partnership with local practitioners
and creatives. Art, jewelry, pottery and other locally
handcrafted wares for sale.
Coco’s Cottage,
253 Route 171, South Woodstock
(Find them on Facebook)
w w w. v i s i t n e c t . c o m
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M’s Boutique

Sawmill Pottery

Downtown Putnam Cyclery
112 Main Street, Putnam
(www.downtownputnamcyclery.com) locally owned
and operated full-service bicycle shop with a great service
team, well stocked with brand name bicycles, cycling
apparel and accessories.
Enchanted Jewelry
131 Norwich Road, Plainfield
(www.enchantedjewelryct.com)
Provides quality fine jewelry design and repair with
exceptional value, trust and integrity.

Garden Gate Florist & Gift Shop
30 Putnam Road, Pomfret
(www.gardengatefloristct.com) fresh flowers and
plants plus gifts for the home/garden, local crafts & art.
Harvest Moon Health Foods
554 Liberty Hwy., Suite 4, Putnam
(www.harvestmoonhealthfoods.net)
selling healthy foods, suppliments, health & beauty
products and more.
Heart & Home
65 Main Street, Danielson
(www.heartandhomect.com)
Wander through 6,000 square feet of home furnishings
and gifts, including Yankee Candles, Byers Choice, Vera
Bradley, Troll Beads, Ty and many more of your favorite
names. Plus a wide selection of hand selected items.
M’s Boutique
75 Main Street, Suite 3, Putnam
(www.msboutique.net) Filled with fun accessories,
unique clothing, and thoughtful gifts.
Montgomery Ward Building
112 Main Street, Putnam Discover a variety of shops
located on all levels of the Montgomery Ward Building.
Plus live music & events.

A Fun New Boutique in
Downtown Putnam
Clothing ~ Jewelry ~ Gifts

Featuring Fair Trade and Made in America
75 Main Street, Suite #3
Putnam, Connecticut • Tel: 860-315-9126
10

Sawmill Pottery
112 Main Street, #14, Putnam
(www.sawmillpottery.com) classes, workshops and
studio time for all ages. Plus retail shop/gallery with work
of local artists.
Scranton’s Shops
300 Route 169, South Woodstock
(https://scrantonsshops.com)
3,800 square feet of antiques, crafts & gifts in a historic
former blacksmith shop.
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Silver Circle Art Gallery
Upstairs in Block 134 Main Street, Putnam
(Find them on Facebook)
Award-winning 10 year gallery featuring contemporary
artwork from local and regional artists, handcrafted
jewelry and pottery, and art classes and workshops.
The Antiques Marketplace
109 Main Street, Putnam
(Find them on Facebook)
350 dealers offering antique glass, silver, jewelry and
vintage clothing to furniture, art, toys & more.

Woolworks Yarn Shoppe
154 Main Street, Putnam (Find them on Facebook)
for yarn, needlework supplies and gifts.
Woodstock Country Shoppe, 47 CT-171, Woodstock
(www.woodstockcountryshoppe.com) with all the
needful wants & wares for your country primitive home.
Everything from candles to textiles to furniture.
Woodstock Business Association, Woodstock
(www.explorewoodstock.com or find them on
Facebook) Come visit, many of our members are open
for business.

The Arc Emporium
22 CT-171, Woodstock (www.thearcect.org)
as the name implies, is a store with a variety of new and
gently used clothing, jewelry, accessories, furniture, and
household items.

WOODSTOCK , CT

The Christmas Barn
835 CT-169, Woodstock (Find them on Facebook)
The big red barn located on Route 169 is filled with
Christmas and rustic country decor. Open July through
December.

Tunk City Revival
100 Main Street, Danielson (Find them on Facebook)
An artistan marketplace specializing in locally produced
handmade wares great for gifts. Also classes, paint nights
& private parties.

Unique Clothing & Gifts

253 RT 171, SOUTH WOODSTOCK
(next to the Woodstock Fairgrounds)

860-928-1514 • Open W - S, 10-5 and Sun 12-5
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The Mansion at Bald Hill

Weddings
Weddings
With a location convenient to 3 international
airports and a gorgeous country setting, the
Quiet Corner is becoming known for destination weddings. The locations below are
all unforgettable, with backdrops of historic
architecture, lush gardens and rural vistas . . .
yet each offers a unique ambiance, cuisine and
other amenities for the perfect wedding.
Fort Hill Farms,
Thompson (www.
forthillfarms.com)
historic farm with
70+ gardens, pond,
gazebo, and optional
tent setup.

Inn at Woodstock Hill

The Barn at Allen Hill Farm, Brooklyn
(www.allenhillfarm.com)
is a Christmas tree farm on 350 acres that also hosts
seasonal weddings and events in a charming New England
barn with great views of the Quinebaug River valley.
modern amenities, a full-service catering kitchen and
seating for up to 150 guests.

Gwyn Careg Inn, Pomfret
(www.gwyncareginn.com/wp/) enjoy the grounds
surrounded by a veritable arboretum of specimen
trees, century old rhododendrons, a Spanish Garden
surrounded by ten foot stone walls, rolling hills and a
2-1/2 acre picturesque pond. A wedding venue that is
unforgettable!
Inn at Woodstock Hill, Woodstock
(www.woodstockhill.net) historic country inn,
pastoral surroundings - easily accessible to Boston,
Hartford & Providence.
Mansion at Bald Hill, Woodstock
(www.mansionatbaldhill.com) Start your happily ever
after at our Premier Banquet Center located in the Quiet
Corner of Connecticut. We can accommodate 200
guests seated and your ceremony can take place in our
professionally manicured gardens.
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Stonehurst at Hampton Valley Photo by Devolve Imaging

Stonehurst at Hampton Valley, Hampton (www.
stonehursthamptonvalley.com) 90+ acres of land
with an intimate event space in a stone mansion for
80 people, a renovated barn for up to 299 guests, and
Little River for a peaceful outdoor event.
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Places to stay

Auberge at Feather Hill, Pomfret
(www.featherhillinn.com) sleeps up to 14 guests and
provides 7 spacious bedrooms with en-suite bathrooms,
a chef’s delight kitchen, living & family rooms with cozy
fireplaces, and indoor & outdoor event venue space with a
countryside backdrop among lovely grounds and gardens.
Comfort Inn & Suites, Dayville
(www.comfortinn.com) 78 guest rooms plus indoor
pool, on-site restaurant & business center.
Gwyn Careg Inn, Pomfret
(www.gwyncareginn.com/wp/) an elegant Colonial
Revival Mansion nestled upon 14 acres of greenery and
beautiful gardens with 5 guest rooms & private baths.
Mansion at Bald Hill, Woodstock
(www.mansionatbaldhill.com) this historic landmark
that has taken on a new life as a premier restaurant and

an elegant Bed and Breakfast. Private and secluded, it
offers the perfect setting for that special getaway or event.
The Inn at Woodstock Hill, Woodstock
(www.woodstockhill.net) historic country inn, pastoral
surroundings. Offers 21 comfortable guest rooms, each
individually decorated, having a variety of amenities.
Quiet Corner Inn, Brooklyn
(www.quietcornerinn.com) Relax in the privacy of your
own guest room with amenities including free wireless
high-speed Internet access, microwave, mini-fridge, cable
TV with HBO, hairdryer, iron with ironing board, and free
local calls.
There are also a number of nice
rentals in the area on AirBnb.

The Mansion at Bald Hill

w w w. v i s i t n e c t . c o m
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Recreation

Photo courtesy of CT National Golf

The Great Outdoors
If you love to be outdoors, the Quiet Corner
won’t disappoint. Hiking, biking, birding,
boating, golf and more await you!

Mashamoquet Brook State Park

Mashamoquet Brook State Park, Pomfret (RT 44).
General Israel Putnam’s famous Wolf Den, Table Rock and
Indian Chair, well-marked trail system for hikes. Fishing,
swimming, picnics.
CT Audubon Center at Pomfret Visitor Center and
Bafflin Sanctuary, Pomfret with miles of hiking trails
plus year-round nature programs, lectures & workshops.
Goodwin State Forest, Hampton for well-maintained
and marked hiking, biking & horse trails plus year-round
nature programs of all kinds for adults and kids.
Natchaug State Forest, Eastford Popular for its horse
trails, outstanding fishing, and riverfront picnic sites.
The Airline State
Park Trail is part
of the CT RailsTo-Trails system.
This former
railroad bed runs
almost 20 miles
from Pomfret to
Willimantic. It will
soon be expanded
to include Putnam. This flat, gravel trail is a great way to
explore on foot, bike or horseback.
Visit www.ct.gov/deep for access points.
14

Old Furnace State Park, Killingly South Frontage
Rd. (off Rte. 6) Former site of Revolutionary War
foundry: blue-blazed trails with scenic overlook; connects to Ross Pond State Park for fishing & hiking.
Quaddick Lake, Thompson (818 Town Farm Rd)
A water-oriented park used by swimmers, fishers and
boaters, trail system for hiking/off road biking.
Quinebaug River Water Trail
Twenty+ miles of waterways for canoe/kayak. Visit
www.tlgv.org for a paddler’s guide of put-ins and
routes from Putnam, Thompson, Pomfret and Killingly.
West Thompson Lake, Thompson
200-acre lake, fishing, hiking, mountain biking, seasonal
campground, and a disc golf course. Plus snowmobile &
cross-country skiing.
Owen Bell Park

Roseland Park, Woodstock
60 acres on Roseland Lake for boating/fishing, picnicking, playground; Woodstock Golf Course.
Owen Bell Park, Dayville Owen Bell Park offers something for everyone including sports fields, basketball
courts, and a running track. The park also has playground equipment & swings for all ages, a small pond,
and areas for biking and hiking.
Golf Courses open to the public: CT National Golf
Club in Putnam, Harrisville Golf Course and Woodstock
Golf Course in Woodstock, Raceway Golf Club at the
Thompson Speedway & Vineyard Valley Golf Course in
Pomfret.
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Riverfront Renaissance
In the last decade, both Putnam and Killingly
have taken advantage of their riverfront access
and worked toward developing these scenic
resources. Both towns offer paved River Trails
with convenient parking, landscaping and
benches. These trails are popular with walkers,
joggers, and cyclists plus picnickers and people
enjoying outdoor lunch breaks.
Putnam’s River
Trail 1.32-miles
along the Quinebaug River and
features interpretive
plaques explaining historic events
or facts, including
the founding of
Putnam and the
impact of the
1955 flood. It is
easily accessible
from downtown
and adjacent to
Rotary Park, where the town’s Victorian-style bandstand
hosts popular seasonal entertainment. Putnam’s popular
River Fire and the 4th of July Fireworks also revolve
around the river, as thousands line both sides to view
the spectacles. A new extension leads to the Riverview
Marketplace on Kennedy Drive, a pavilion on the banks
of the Quinebaug that is home to the seasonal Farmer’s
Market. Putnam’s River Mills Heritage Trail winds for
1.1 miles around the Quinebaug River between Pomfret
Street and Providence Street. Signage guides visitors and
explains the six historic mills and two other historic buildings viewed along the way.

RotaryRotary
Park, Putnam
Park/River Trail, Putnam

Killingly’s multi-use 3.5 mile trail along the Quinebaug
and Five Mile Rivers is paved and handicap accessible.
Start at parking lot on Water Street off Route 12.

Experiential Learning
Local businesses and organizations offer a
variety of classes for adults and children.
Connecticut Audubon Center at Pomfret
(www.ctaudubon.org) year-round nature programs,
lectures, workshops, kids’ camps, bird walks & more,
housed in the Grasslands Conservation Center.
Sawmill Pottery, Putnam (www.sawmillpottery.com)
pottery & art classes, workshops, and studio time plus
paint-your-own pottery.
Block 134, an arts
and wellness co-op
and community
venue, offers yoga
classes, integrative
health & wellness
programs, art therapy
and more. Silver
Circle Gallery,
located within Block
134, offers art classes
& workshops for all
ages in a variety of
media.
The Complex,
Putnam
(www.thecpac.org)
offers progressive education programs in dance, theatre,
creative arts and music for children and adults. Student
companies and performance opportunities.

w w w. v i s i t n e c t . c o m
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Roseland Park Art Barn, Woodstock - Photo by Alison Tourtellotte

Agriculture

Farm to Table, Woodstock

On the Farm
In a land of working farms, it’s only natural to
want to visit them. Fortunately, many Quiet
Corner agribusinesses welcome guests.
Allen Hill Farm, in Brooklyn (www.allenhillfarm.
com) is a seasonal Christmas tree farm on 350 acres
with thousands of trees of all varieties and sizes. Enjoy

W Y N DH A M
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Explore
y(our)
Preserves!
www.wyndhamlandtrust.org
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wagon rides, free tree baling, a craft barn with locally
made goods and maple products plus complimentary
snacks. They also host seasonal weddings in a lovely
barn. Creamery Brook Bison Farm in Brooklyn
(www.creamerybrookbison.net) is one of the more
popular farms, where visitors can take a wagon ride
among a herd of buffalo.
We-Lik-It Ice Cream Stand (www.welikit.com) on the
Rich Family Farm in Pomfret won a Yankee Magazine’s Editor’s Choice for its amazing ice cream; the
pastoral setting with farm animals is also an attraction.
Fairvue Farms in Woodstock (www.fairvuefarms.
com) is a working dairy farm with 700 Holsteins that
enjoys giving free tours, provided you make an appointment. Taylor Brooke Winery in Woodstock (www.
taylorbrookewinery.com) features both a winery and
a brewery, each with its own tasting room. Since 2004,

Photo courtesy of Lapsley Orchard

the Winery has offered tastings of fruit-inspired vintages
and self-guided tours of the vineyard. Open in 2019, the
Brewery consists of a production facility and a large tap
room serving flight samples, full pours, and growler fills.
The farm includes expansive vineyards, a small hop yard,
and a growing apiary. Scenic Sharpe Hill Vineyard in
Pomfret also offers tastings.
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There are numerous orchards, farm stands and “pick
your own” farms open seasonally, such as Woodstock
Orchards in Woodstock (RT 169, Woodstock Hill),
Lapsley Orchard in Pomfret (403 Orchard Hill
Rd), Buell’s Orchard (www.buellsorchard.com) in
Eastford, and Fort Hill Farms in Thompson (www.
forthillfarms.com). Many offer locally produced honey,
maple syrup, jams & jellies, and crafts in addition to fresh
produce. Noted
by Yankee Magazine, the awardwinning Fort Hill
Farms also offers
an educational
corn maze, a
Lavender Labyrinth
and “Farmer’s
Cow” brand
milk, eggs and
ice cream. Chase
Road Growers
in Thompson is
a family-run farm
open seasonally.
Specializing in bedding plants, hanging baskets and
containers, summer vegetable farm stand, sweet corn,
cut flowers, decorative gourds, mums and pumpkins.

Harts Greenhouse (www.hartsgreenhouseflorist.
com) this family-run garden center has served northeastern Connecticut for over 25 years, specializing in locally
grown plants plus seasonal vegetibles.
A seasonal Farmer’s Market (with locations in Putnam, Danielson, Brooklyn & Plainfield) offers fresh
local produce, plants and flowers, locally grown beef,
cheese, honey, jams & jellies, maple syrup and baked
goods (www.nectfarmersmarket.
org).
Unbound
Glory Homestead
(www.unboundgloryfarm.com) located on Hampton
Road in Pomfret,
offers heirloom
vegetables at local
farmer’s markets
and a CSA plus
BBQ catering/food
truck. At Farm
to Table Market
in Woodstock, you can gaze at Elm Farm’s dairy cows
while eating icecream, take home local dairy, meat,
produce and other goods.

w w w. v i s i t n e c t . c o m
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Art & History

Photo courtesy of Complex Performing Arts Center

Arts & Entertainment

Putnam’s Bradley Playhouse
(www.thebradleyplayhouse.org), is a historic
Vaudeville-era theater that offers 8 shows per year, from
musicals and drama, to comedy, murder mystery, and
family theater. The productions of this well-regarded community theater plus a full season of contemporary drama
and dance at the Complex Performing Art Center
(www.thecpac.org) The Complex is an innovative hub

for performing and creative arts education and performance, with programs for children, teens, and adults
in dance, theatre, music, and creative/visual arts. The
Complex fosters original thought, creative and personal
development, and collaborative art making experiences
in its 10,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art facility in the
historic Cargill Bank Building. Putnam also offers free,
seasonal entertainment at Rotary Park on the riverfront
such as live concerts “al Fresco,” dance shows, Riverfire,
and more. The Little Theatre on Broadstreet in Danielson also offers live performances (featuring local talent).
Performing Arts of Northeast Connecticut (www.
performingartsnect.org) is a non-profit group offering top-notch entertainment for adults and children at
The Center for the Arts at The Woodstock Academy in
Woodstock.

860-412-9365
Full Service, Off-Site, Deliveries & Pickups, Catering
Available for Any Event, Any Size, Anytime!
Let Renee’s Working Girl Catering Service
Do All the Work for You.
Corporate Catering & Catering of all types
are our specialty.
You will love how accommodating Renee’s is
for all your last-minute needs!
142 School Street, Putnam, CT
Tel: 860-412-9365 • support@workinggirlcatering.com
www.workinggirlcatering.com
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Live music of all kinds can be enjoyed at many locations,
including the Vanilla Bean Café (www.thevanillabeancafe.com) Pomfret (an important stop on the New
England folk music circuit) In Putnam, music/arts venue
The Stomping Ground (the-stomping-ground.com)
offers live performances 6 nights a week by a variety of
diverse groups.
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Historical Attractions
The Quiet Corner is full of history everywhere
you look. Woodstock Hill (Rt. 169), Thompson
Hill (Rtes. 200 & 193), and Brooklyn (Rtes. 169
& 6) all offer fine examples of New England
town greens (or “commons”) surrounded by
period architecture. Drive by and have a look.
Here are some other sites for
history lovers…
Brayton Grist Mill & Marcy Blacksmith Museum
and the Wolf Den, Pomfret is an 1890s one-man mill
operation and the only one left of its kind. Open Sundays
(2-4pm) in summer. Plus hiking trails in the park.
Putnam’s Bradley Playhouse
(www.thebradleyplayhouse.org), is a historic Vaudeville-era theater that offers 8 shows
per year, from musicals and drama,
to comedy, murder mystery, and
family theater.
Quasset School, Woodstock
(Frog Pond Road
off Rt. 171) One of the oldest
one-room schools in America in
continuous use, a little over 200

years, open Sundays in July & August (1-4pm).
Roseland Cottage, Woodstock
(www.historicnewengland.org) Locally known as
the “Pink House,” this rose-colored Gothic Revival and
surrounding historic gardens and outbuildings is located
on Woodstock’s scenic town green. It features a house
museum, open seasonally for tours plus teas, concerts,
educational programs and an annual craft fair. The
Palmer Arboretum just off the town green in Woodstock is a small botanical park founded in 1914. Several
trees in this collection date back to 1914, including a
huge purple beech and cypress grove. The gardens are
open to the public for enjoyment and education. Trail
Wood on Kenyon Road in Hampton is the former
home of writer-naturalist Edwin Way Teale and now a
wildlife sanctuary managed by CT Audubon. The 168acre property is open year-round to visitors for hiking
and natural history programs. Teale’s study and writing
cabin are open by appointment. www.
ctaudubon.org
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There are many tours of historical
sites during The Last Green Valley’s
annual “Walktober” event, many
of which are not usually open to the
public. See TheLastGreenValley.org
for details.
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Events

Pop-Up Putnam, Art vendors

Scenic Route 169
Northeastern Connecticut is fortunate to have the country’s second longest National Scenic
Byway run right through the middle of it. Scenic Route 169 has been immortalized in publications from Yankee Magazine to The New York Times, and rightly so. This pleasant route meanders
for 32 miles from Lisbon to Woodstock. The towns of Brooklyn, Pomfret and Woodstock are all
popular stops for photographing town greens and historic churches, enjoying refreshments, or
exploring local shops. Route 169 is beautiful all year long, but is most popular during fall
foliage season when blazing autumn colors draw leaf peepers from all over the world.

www.quietcornerinn.com
Newly Renovated • Cable TV with HBO
Non Smoking Units Available • Micro / Fridge Available
Air Conditioned • Dataport / Phones
Hairdryers In All Rooms • Free Highspeed Internet

Exit 37-W Off 395 • Rt. 6

Major Credit Cards Accepted

Minutes From Foxwoods Casino & Mohegan Sun

860•774•9644

479 Providence Rd. (Rt. 6) Brooklyn, CT
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ANNUAL EVENTS
Local radio station WINY is a strong supporter of local
business, organizations and area events. Find a list
of happenings on their home page at www.winyradio.com or listen for local news & events. Plus visit
Discover Putnam at www.discoverputnam.com for
events including the Pop-up Putnam through October,
the Annual Scarecrow Contest & Tackle the Trail in
October, Santa Comes to Town & The Holiday Dazzle
Light Parade in December, Fire &
Ice in February 2021 and O’Putnam
5K in March 2021. Visit website for
future events and updates.
The following Annual Events are
canceled for 2020 but keep them
in mind for next year!
Putnam River Fire and al Fresco
Concerts, summer, Brooklyn Fair, the
weekend before Labor Day, Woodstock Fair, Labor Day
Weekend, Fall Artists Open Studios (www.aosct.org)
Thanksgiving & the following weekend.
The Following Events Are Happening!
Celebrating Agriculture, Woodstock
(www.celebratingagriculture.org)
Late September 2021 at the Woodstock Fairgrounds. A
FREE day filled with agricultural displays, family events,
food and entertainment.
“Savor the Flavor,” Discover Putnam’s annual
themed cook-off & tasting will take place on Main
Street this year. The 2020 Food Challenge is “Soup
of the Day.” Guests will buy tickets online before the
event, check-in with a wristband and roam (not gather
in a group) to visit participating restaurants/stations for
tastings.
“Walktober” is 30 in 2020 and this year’s event, Sept.
17 to Nov. 1, 2020, features more than 125 unique
Taylor Brooke Winery
events and over 250 opportunities to explore The
Last Green Valley National Heritage Corridor safely,
including FREE guided walks, paddles, hikes, bike rides,
historical tours, and more. Updates, including additions
and cancellations will be posted on our NEW searchable
online Walktober guide! More adventures and virtual
experiences will be added regularly!
TheLastGreenValley.org
Tastes of the Valley Harvest Tour a series of four
3-course farm-to-table meals (Sept. 17 at Grill 37 in
Pomfret, Sept. 24 at the Inn at Woodstock Hill in Woodstock, Oct. 1 at Willimantic Brewing Company in Willimantic and Oct. 8 at the Publick House in Sturbridge).
Tickets must be purchased in advance and are $40 for

TLGV members and $45 for non-members. Organized
by The Last Green Valley; proceeds support participating
restaurants and farms TheLastGreenValley.org
Roseland Cottage Fine Arts & Craft Festival,
556 Route 169, Woodstock
(www.historicnewengland.org)
10/19-10:00am - 4:30pm & 10/20-10:00am - 4:00pm
This festival is one of the leading juried fine arts and
crafts shows in New England. It
features 175 local artisans and their
work: jewelry, painting, printmaking, woodwork, pottery, clothing,
metalwork, and much more!
Also check websites for these
popular annual events once life
is “back to normal”!
Town-Wide Tag Sale, 1st Saturday in May, Pomfret
(www.visitpomfret.com)
Harmonies & Hops, mid-May, downtown Danielson
Red, White & Blue BBQ, July, Killingly
(www.killingly.org/parks-recreation)
Discover Putnam 2021 Events
www.discoverputnam.com/events

Phone: (860) 928-2347
Fax: (860) 928-1885
320 Pomfret St. Putnam, CT 06260
(Located inside of Day Kimball Hospital)

Proudly serving healthcare
employees and their families in
Northeastern Connecticut
since 1965.
Check out our website!
www.NECTHealthcareCreditUnion.org
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Fun for all

Connecticut Audubon Society Center at Pomfret - Photo by: SANDEE HARRADEN

Family Fun
Kids of all ages can have a ton of fun in the
Quiet Corner...just try some of these suggestions.

Hale YMCA

Farms & Recreation
• Explore nature with a program at the CT Audubon
Society Center (www.ctaudubon.org) in Pomfret.
Or just take a walk on one of their many scenic trails.
• Step back in time at the renowned Old Sturbridge
Village (www.osv.org), a living history museum in
Sturbridge, MA, with ongoing events and activities
galore!

• Creamery Brook Bison Farm in
Brooklyn (www.creamerybrookbison.
net) is a favorite for wagon tours July–
September to see a real Buffalo herd.
Enjoy ice cream and bison burgers after
the ride.
• Starting in late summer, get lost in
an educational corn maze at Fort Hill
Farms in Thompson (www.forthillfarms.com), where you can take
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the Maze Quest
Challenge!
• Pick-your-own
is
fun and tasty,
strawberries, blueberries, peaches, apples & pumpkins are local
favorites. Try Fort Hill Farms in Thompson, Woodstock
Orchards in Woodstock, Lapsley Orchard in Pomfret.
Buell’s Orchard in Eastford or Defazio Orchard in
Dayville https://thelastgreenvalley.org/explore-thelast-green-valley/farms/
• Hale YMCA Youth & Family Center
(www.ghymca.org), featuring programs
for all ages and abilities, including: summer camps, teen sports, adult health,
well-being & fitness programs, aquatics
for adults and children, a full gym, teen
center, birthday parties, child care and so
much more! Visit the website for membership information, hours, and special programs for members and non-members!
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West Thompson Lake

• Hike, paddle, pedal and more with The Last Green
Valley’s “Explore” guides. https://thelastgreenvalley.org/
explore-the-lastgreen-valley/recreation-guides
• Danielson’s
River Trail is a great
place to bicycle (or
scooter, roller blade,

skateboard and walk) along the Quinebaug River on a
wide, paved 3.5-mile path with no cars.
• West Thompson Lake in North
Grosvenordale has facilities to camp, fish, paddle, picnic,
hike and play 18 holes of disc golf.
• Find swimming holes at Quaddick Lake in Thompson,
Mashamoquet State Park in Pomfret and Bigelow
Hollow in Union.

• FREE Consultations
• Infant to Elderly Care
• Medical referrals as needed
• Patient Education
• On time appointments
• Pain relief!

w w w. v i s i t n e c t . c o m
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The One Source for
Print and Promotional
Business Solutions.
Over 600,000 advertising specialty products
available to promote your company,
organization or club’s name!

128 Fitzgerald Road, Brooklyn, CT 06234
Tel: 860.774.6904 • Fax: 860.394.4003
carmel.osterlund@101bs.com • www.101bs.com

Forms • Stationery • Labels • Letterhead • Envelopes
Business Cards • Catalogs • Newsletters • Brochures
Packaging • Invitations • Checks • Holiday Cards
Presentation Folders • Postcards • Promotional Products

Proudly serving Northeastern Connecticut and beyond for over 20 years!

Welcome to

The GwynCareg Inn
“...one of the most spectacular settings for a wedding in
all of Connecicut” – Connecticut Magazine

Call for an appointment for your personal tour of the estate and visit our website for a preview www.gwyncareginn.com

68 Wolf Den Road, Pomfret Center,Ct 06259
860-928-5018
Weddings, Overnight Accommodations, Private Receptions
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“Fort Hill Farms-Every Mile is
Worth Your While!”

“Our Goal is to Provide you with the Best Possible
Service in Combination with the Best Quality
Ingredients on the Market!”

Bring the Taste of Pizzazz
Home Tonight!

136 Main Street
Danileson, CT 06239
860.774.8500

-whether it be in the Maze or while Joyercising!
You know you are going to end up with
BOUNDLESS ENERGY!
(Energy begets Energy!)

Monday - Saturday 11am - 9pm • Sunday 12pm - 8pm
www.letseat.at/pizzapizzazz

Fort Hill Farms • 260 Quaddick Road, Thompson, CT
www.forthillfarms.com

To reserve your ad in the next issue of Visit
w w w. v i s i t n e c t . c o m

nect

call 860-963-0414
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Private & Independent Schools

Pomfret School

Pomfret School, Pomfret
Founded in 1894, Pomfret is an independent, coeducational, college preparatory boarding and day school for
350 students — from around the country and the world
— in grades 9 through12 and postgraduates. Our mission is to cultivate a healthy interdependence of mind,
body, and spirit as we prepare our students for college,
and to lead and learn in a diverse and increasingly interconnected society. Set on a stunning 500-acre hilltop in
Northeastern Connecticut, our campus is less than an
hour from Boston, Hartford, and Providence, and only 3
hours fromNew York City. To learn more, visit
www.pomfretschool.org

Scholarship meets travel through LEAP Week in March,
as every student accesses off-site education coast to
coast and around the world. Weekend programming
is for all students, including hands-on options from
goat yoga to river rafting, cranberry bogging to glass
blowing. In addition to its rigorous traditional curriculum
including 22 AP courses, Marianapolis also features
three Centers of Excellence. These targeted course modules allow extraordinary students to focus before college
on extra classes, internships, and projects in Innovation,
Business & Entrepreneurship, or Social Justice.
With over 40 clubs and organizations, 12 extracurricular
options, and 17 interscholastic programs, Marianapolis
has opportunities for every single student to make an
impact. The school’s 100% college placement - and
extraordinary tight-knight community - yields graduates
who are confident, engaged citizens ready to lead in an
ever-changing world.
www.marianapolis.org

Rectory School, Pomfret
Rectory School is an independent, co-ed junior boarding
(Grades 5-9) and day (Early Childhood-Grade 9) school.

Marianapolis Preparatory School,
Thompson
Marianapolis is a Catholic independent school located
in Thompson, CT. Serving boarding and day students
grades 9-12 and PG, Marianapolis is most often described as a “family” and a “home” by its constituents.
MPrep empowers students to embrace growth; our
educational philosophy is rooted in experiential learning.
26
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With support, guidance, attention, and belief from the
adults who surround them, Rectory students do the
hard to work to not only understand themselves but
also to be a part of an active and diverse community.
Our students are surrounded by adults who create a
compelling environment that offers challenge and support. Together we are committed to a simple idea: each
of us has something to learn, and something to offer.
At Rectory, we build a foundation of core academic
skills, create powerful learning experiences both inside
and outside the classroom, and foster strong ethical

personalized and rigorous learning environment tailored
to students’ academic and career goals. QMC offers
a middle college experience that enables students to
earn a high school degree, while also earning college
credits from Quinebaug Valley Community College – at
no additional cost. Highly motivated students can graduate from high school with enough credits to earn an
associate’s degree. Students have access to high-tech
laboratories, career and vocational resources, and other
college amenities. QMC offers students many smallschool advantages that include small classes; one-on-

The Woodstock Academy

and social values. The result is students who understand
themselves and the world around them. Rectory students can speak frankly about their strengths and where
they need to improve. Rectory students aren’t just ready
for their next school; they are ready for life.
www.rectoryschool.org

The Woodstock Academy,
Woodstock
Founded in 1801, The Woodstock Academy is a day and
boarding independent town academy serving students
in grades 9 – 12 and post graduates from the local area,
across the United States, and around the world. The
Woodstock Academy prepares all students by providing
diverse opportunities through a rigorous curriculum and
a variety of programs in order to cultivate the necessary
skills to become lifelong learners and global citizens.
www.woodstockacademy.org

Quinebaug Middle College,
Danielson

one mentor and advisory support; a rigorous, Humanities-rich and STEM-integrated curriculum; an embedded
focus on public service projects; access to the Mobile
STEM Lab allowing for in-the-field science experiments;
and a Town Meeting governance model that gives all
students a voice in how their school is run.
www.eastconn.org/qmc

A regional magnet high school for independent, motivated, self-directed high school students, QMC offers a
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community service and paid internships that reinforce
classroom learning. The program empowers students to
defy expectations and to be agents of change by owning
their learning, believing in themselves and their potential,
persevering over challenges, and developing the mindset
that they can accomplish anything through hard work,
resilience, and self-confidence.
www.eastconn.org/leap

Quinebaug Valley Community
College, Danielson
EASTCONN’S Art at the Capitol
Theater (ACT), Willimantic
EASTCONN’s Arts at the Capitol Theater (ACT) performing arts magnet high school offers an arts-based
education to academically motivated students in grades
9-12. At ACT, students select a major focus area from
among five disciplines that include acting/vocal performance, dance, theater production (lighting design/set
design/costuming), audio/video production and creative
writing. Students have daily access to creative experiences through a rigorous curriculum that integrates the
performing arts with more traditional academic high
school subjects. Highly qualified ACT teaching artists and
certified teachers work collaboratively to provide students
with personalized educational experiences. Among the
many other features that characterize ACT’s high school
program are its student-centered learning model; its
state-of-the-art facility with the latest technology to meet
the demands of each performing arts focus-area; the opportunity to participate in numerous professional-quality
performances throughout the year; and its positive school
environment, based on the principles of “Respect Yourself, Respect the Work, Respect the Community.”
www.eastconn.org/act
LEAP Alternative
High School,
Willimantic
LEAP (Learners
Empowered to
Achieve their Potential), EASTCONN’s
regional alternative
high school, offers
academic coursework
that is designed to
meet non-traditional
students’ graduation requirements, while they earn an EASTCONN high
school diploma. LEAP emphasizes authentic skills-building
support for all of its students, which can help them
find academic and personal success. All LEAP learners
participate in real-world, work-readiness experiences,
28

QVCC provides high-quality education, workforce training, excellent services and innovative partnerships that
enhance the vitality of the community and improve the

quality of life for residents of northeast Connecticut.
The word “community” in the college’s name reflects
a strong commitment to understand and to meet the
educational needs of area citizens, businesses, and
industries. At QVCC you can earn as associate’s degree,
transfer to a four-year college or university, begin or
advance your career, or enrich your life through lifelong
learning. www.QVCC.edu

Putnam Science Academy,
Putnam
Putnam Science Academy is a private co-educational
boarding school offering a comprehensive college preparatory program focusing on arts, science, mathematics, and technology. This small, structured school delivers
a solid educational program and enrolls students from
all over the world. Please visit our website at www.
putnamscienceacademy.org for more information.
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818-848 Route 171
Woodstock, CT
taylorbrookewinery.com
taylorbrookebrewery.com
BOTH BUSINESSES ARE OPEN YEAR ROUND
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winyradio.com
OSBREY
BROADCASTING
COMPANY

P.O. BOX 231
PUTNAM, CT 06260
(860) 928-1350
Like us on
w w w. v i s i t n e c t . c o m
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